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Understanding the Kingdom

derstanding of what
our Lord Jesus has

Matthew

taught us about the

13:35 NKJ

that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophet, saying: "l will
open My mouth in parables; | will utter
things kept secret from the foundation

Kingdom of God. |
want us to understand
that His disciples are
to begin living in the
ways and life of His
Kingdom now!

of the world Do you want to
understand the King-
dom of God? Do you
. want to begin to live
Beck6s Ch usethesanctuaryfor 5.4 understand life in

entering a period of
teaching which will
help any person who
wants to grow in the
knowledge and under-
standing of the teach-
ings of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Our Church
will be focused in the
Wednesday evening
SPLASH/ADULT
STUDIES on the par-
ables of Jesus. I will
be preaching on the
same parables on Sun-
day. | hope every par-
ent and grandparent
will see that their chil-
dren are involved in
these studies. | hope
we have so many
adults participating
that we will have to

the adults. the Kingdom of God
The parables of our right now? Then in-

Lord Jesus are impor- volve yourself and

tant because they re- your family in this

veal truths about the  study of His parables.

Kingdom of God that

were completely un-

known until Jesus gave _ .

us these parables. It is Blessings and Peace in

very important that we Our Wond_erful Savior,

understand the King- Jesus Christ,

dom of God and its

principles if we are

going to think and live M. Sanders

in the ways of that

Kingdom. Each of

these teachings on the

parables will include

discussion gquestions

and prayers for the

homes of our church. |

want our church fam-

ily to have a full un-

Pastor Gerald (Jerry)
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Breakfast Circle will meet on
September 1 at 8:30AM at

e

=

Southern Lunch...see you there!

Day Circle will meet on
9
Hwy 8 at 11:00am...plan to

September at

join us!

Beckqos Ref o

r me d Church

Newsl|l etter

Breakfast Circle...by Marilyn Hilton

We reconnected on August

4™ Ruth Hedrick decorated
the tables w/red cloth, green
napkins, and had a

iwat er mel ono

summer.

Marilyn had the program
which included the meaning
of fiLaus Deoo
God) which is actually on top
of the Washington Monument
in Washington DC. There are
many interesting items in this
article about Washington DC
as well as the Constitution

which does NOT say anything

about the separation of

Church and State. Also in-
cluded was How do | know
which of
for me?0

ditional, look for the word
ni fo.

will and trust Him. A promise
does NOT make God bend to

Go d 0 < Ruth Hedrick.
Bott
one is that if a promise is con-

God gi v
to help us better submit to His

our will. Do not assume to
know precisely when, where,
or how the promise will be
fulfilled in your life. Remem-

k ber the battle that goes on
each place. Sure did look like

inside of people is like a battle
between two wolves. One is
Evil i (anger, envy, jealously,
sorrow, regret, greed, arro-
gance, self pity, guilt, resent
ment, inferiority, lies, false
pride, superiority and ego).
The other is God (joy, peace,
love, hope, serenity, humility,
kindness, benevolence, empa-
thy, generosity, truth, compas-
sion and faith). The one that
wins is the one that you feed!

b

The business portion of our
meeting was conducted by

Old Business: We feed the '

VBS group and had chips left
over which were given to be

Camp Caswell with the youth.
New Business: Youth groups

will be selling BBQ chicken
on September 11as a fund
raiser for their mission work.
November 18 we will be
having Brunswick stew, etc.
This will be a combination of
youth groups,
senior citizens and circles.

Cards were sent to Eddie
Frank, Juanita Shoaf. Louise
Cross will not be having sur-
gery at this time. Bruce Greer
will be having surgery on
August 19 and Laura Surratt
has had additional surgery on
her hand. We pray for all of
these people as well as those
who need prayer who were
not mentioned.

. Our next meeting will be on

Sgptemberiat Southern
Lunch, 8:30 AM. Shirley,
Hazel and Ann will be our

used by VBS or to be taken fo10Stesses and have the pro-

gram. DO NOT FORGET
ITEMS FOR THE CRISIS
MINISTRY!!!

Day Circle...by Jeanne McCarn

The Day Circle met on August up Novelia Potts, Annie Mae cellaneous school supplies to

19, 2010, at the Badin Lake

Miller, Grace Chapman,

home of Carol Crouse. Andrea Eddie Frank, Hazel Frank,

shared an essay written by 17
yearold Brian Moore, who was
electrocuted by a downed
power line after his car hit a
power pole, just weeks after he
wrote the essay. His writing,
entitled fAThe
his vision of Heaven as a room
filled with file cabinets contain-
ing every event, good or bad, 0
his life. Jackie Garner ended
the program with signing the
song fl Can On
Thank you, ladies, for such an
inspirational program.

After the program, we acknowl-

edged Novelia
13th birthday & August anni-
versaries for Betty Hedrick on
the 12th , Brenda Burris on the
22nd, & Barbara Owen on the
23rd. Best wishes to all of you
on these special occasions.
During prayer time, we lifted

Regan was ogram lgager & Debbie & Kevin Scoggin,

Bertha Kepley, Rose Burn-
sides, Scott McCombs, Kay
Padon, Louise Cross, & Bruce
Greer. May God bring you
healing & strength to face

Il ifeds chall en

During our business meeting,b
the minutes & treasurer's re-

| port were presented and ac-
cepted. Everyone was re-
minded of the overall guild
meeting scheduled for Sep-
tember 19th. We had an up-
date on the Book Bag Minis-
try project that was recently
completed. We packed 132
book bags for needy students,
which were blessed during
worship on August 15th. The
bags were delivered to-D,
Southmont, & Silver Valley
elementary schools & Naz-
areth Children
16th. We also delivered mis-

Central Middle School. We
send a thanlyou to everyone
who helped with this ministry.

Many lives have been touched

through your generosity &
service.

After our business meeting,
we enjoyed a delicious meal
ofided by Carol Crouse.

?hgnk you, Carol, for being
such gracious hostess. Any-
time you want to try more
new recipes,
guinea pigs! After the meal,
we worked on favors for the
Ladi esd Spirit
event scheduled for October
2nd. A fun time was had by
alll

Our next meeting will be held

on September 9, 2010; we

plan to meet

taurant (Hwy 8) at 11:00 a.m.

for lunch. After lunch, we

will divide in to small ﬂ[rou
e

t8 Visit SARASE HoP

you there!

0 see
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ol

ual

at



Page 3

Senior News...by Marilyn Hilton

On August 18, 21 of us gathered at  ing and Jerry Hedrick announced that (including random tests), have a

the fellowship hall for a car trip to a possible trip is being planned to completely free record (including no
Lake Norman and Catawba River Bo: Chatlee Springs on Septembef’14  speeding tickets) and are licensed,
Lunch cruise. It was a fine day but  Cost will be $25 which includes the bonded and insured through the com-
very HOT! We were to continue to  meal and the transportation. Novem- pany. If anyone has a need for these
Lazy 5 Ranch for a wagon ride tour tc ber 12" is the Wytheville trip for a services please call them for addi-
see the animals. The problem arose Christmas show. Information for tional information.

when | got a telephone call at 8:30AN these trips will be coming shortly. Sara also brought information about

from Lazz 5r':e|||ng F“ehthat they woul o545 were sent to Eddie Frank, Ber- how to stay safe. Seniors are always
not ugsgé € horses 'ttt) € ter\r)\;/)el?atﬁre tha Kepley and Dana Burnsides. Marvulnerable for home invasions, iden-
was 95 degrees or above. Well, the 5.6t 9150 reminded all of us to visit tity theft, purse snatching and scams.

horses were stopped at 12 Noon S0 v it our sick and sheins. Youwill  We all need to be ALERT at ALL

did not go on that leg of the journey gy mych more out of it than they will times. For answering questions cor-
and that portion of the money was re- guaranteed! rectly, John Goss, Johnny King and
funded. We did have a good cruise (i dflaxine King won gifts brought by

air conditioning), a good lunch, and a Sara Chambers was our guest speaket.

good idea of wh er Sheisfroma company called Home >&"&

live. There are truly some magnificer Instead located on East Center StreetWe only had 21 members present but
homes on Lake Norman. Her company providesihome care  we all had a good time and shared

(nornrmedical) for seniors. They can wonderful food. Leslie and Gracie
hi It 4 dish lunch be there as a companion, a home were our guests for lunch. Kristi and
ship Hall for a covered dish lunch anc pgner (jight housekeeping and some Pastor Jerry were very busy and un-

program. Many thanks go to Thena ,q1ing) or for personal services suchable to joi
nks g join us.
and John Goss, Gail Smith and Johnr ¢ transportation to appointments,

& Maxine King for getting everything ¢ o0 ning “etc. These are Ron Our next meeting will be on
ready. contracted services and are not cov- SePtember 15,10:30 AM, Covered

Johnny King had the devotions and  ered under Medicare or regular insur- Pish Meal at the Fe”OWShiF_’ Hall. _
read the daily devotions for this week ance. A long term care policy may  Our Host and Hostesses will be Jim
from a book that he and Maxine use. pay for some of these services. Feesand Barbara Strickland, Brenda

On August 18 we met at the Fellow-

He also read some really funny depend upon services provided. ALL pruitt, Lloyd and Laura Surratt. W4
ibl ooperso that wemployeesare thoroughly screened,hdhi t§nhard to seeing you then.
bulletins. must have high school diploma or

Margaret conducted the business me €auivalent, pass drug screening

Gifts, Honors and Memorials
July 25August 22, 2010
Book Bag Fund
Donation by Odell and Ruth Hedrick
Donation by Mr. and Mrs. John E. King
Donation by Ed Wilkerson

Get Revived
Donation by Abby Bryant

Samaritan Fund

I n memory of Betty Chesnut by John E -Kayo® and Maxi
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Joy Ministry...By Marilyn Hilton
Consistory August Updage

Doug Beck and Joseph Young updated gh

Consistory on the landscaping proj
the ramp. The steeple cross will be

paired and incorporated with the gogl bg;

ing the addition of some year aroun
while utilizing low maintenance pla
Work should begin in late fall.

The Consistory approved the constructi niyt i
BBQ Shelter to be located outside tije

kitchen door of the Fellowship Hall.
for a BBQ facility have been in the
account for numerous years as a re
some timber sold from the church p
erty. The Menos
others have worked on this plan. W
soon be able to enjoy this facility fo
church functions and faising activi-
ties.

The congregation is reminded of the m
Fourth Tuesday Prayer Service hel
sanctuary. Our next Prayer Service
gust 24. Elders will meet after this s
(no meeting on Monday, the E8die
Garner will be leading the service.

TV wil |l be insta
Room to assist the children as they
new songs. The total amount for th
and mounting bracket is $656.63.

Rev. Stan Hankins will be here Septem
26. Mark your calendar! Friendship
day will be September 26.

Rev. Sanders is pl
to inform the co
formed Church. This is currently sc
for mieBeptember. If you wish to as
getting the word
know!

The Consistory looked at a few drafts o

gregational survey. If you have sugde

tions for items to include in this sur
see a Consistory member.

The Consistoryds ¢
through the decisions that are mad
cerning Beckébs.
wishes for the congregation to und
that any new project or program will
announced with time provided to th
bership for feedback to a Consistor
ber.

This has been a busy month cially grateful for Tammy and
for our vi sit.iallshedoes. We were sorry
oma Jean Burkhart was to hear about Eddie having

LERd at Brookstone by cancer and ask that everyone
€-Joann Hedrick and Dianne say a special prayer for him.
Tris. She was in a craft Back to Lexington Health
s and was proud that she Care againBertha Kepley
Swas doing a good job with her was visited by Joann and Di-

was a great visit and definitely
a blessing. Brenda and Sandy
also attempted to visit with

him but did not find anyone
home. The trip was not a loss
since they bought watermelon
and cantaloupes at a

nei ghboroés house

coloring. She was also visited anne. She was resting but waswvith them.

yrna Davis and Margaret awake when we returned. We
Burkhart and was found eat- had a great conversation abou
'Hggce cream. She enjoyed family, trips, and the fact that
ring Margaret tell about  Dianne babysat for her chil-
u a\@ng been visited by Roma dren. Another visit was made
a n 0 -grangsore @atter, by Joyce Greer. Joyce asked
Recen ly. Novelia Pottswas her how she kept her skin so
Yslie @Moanﬁ&rﬁ? Bidhde Beduffut ahd shes&ld Ponds.
o found her in the craft This may be good news for all
room. She said she did not of us. They enjoyed their
need to do the craft anymore conversation and Bertha said
since she had done it years  she missed the ladies in the
tRRP- After a short visit, she  Day Circle. Bertha was also
imready to return to her visited by Myrna and Marga-
oQm. ret on an unscheduled visit

nAgwther Brookstone visit was and they also visited W'_th
for Martha Sealsby Joann Grace Chapmanwho will be

and Dianne. They caughtOI up ggtﬁlfcr,gfgé Tg\r/]:l?/u;ia They
an

| S't:q;}ig':'ég;@gﬂa” V€M ¢ hseemediappy & hiavawisis |
€¥M sitors from ©FS
urprised on
her granddaughter and her ~ Piedmont Crossing. Joann
8w baby. She really enjoyed and Diane found her asleep
olding that precious-freek  and did not wake her. Joyce
old child. The day was Greer found her asleep as
capped off for her by a family well.

atiipfoiCradker Barrelivihérd U r a té Q%o Gt ivi
f ouls Il Cross were
thieLbabiy datyon tise frabled e ¢ \|1/-<|Sl|¢e by%a?n oy and Paul

duether visit was made by

. Lopp. They had taken them
S‘N’Yma grlld l\él;rgar?tt W?O . }ome food. Louise was still in
enjoyed logking a fer faBdy ¢ X\ G &t pain butwas hBping"
pictures. Since Martha enjoys some surgery would be bene-

sending cards, they took her a . _: o
2 Con-= X ficial. They had a good visit
feilicards with stamped enve- .y io 2ot weather, fishing,

Topes. etc.

yI'_exington Health Care has
many of our special people.
OHhfeltFaifk fvas Gisked by
CQBann and Dianne. Hazel was
dlael to kagenhe compary buy
staasl on her way to physical
be¢herapy. Said she felt better
niean-she had all year. Hazel
nveas-also visited at home by
Brenda Burris and Sandy
Spurrier. She was having a

Foy Floyd was visited by Jill
i a0d Ema Gagedynt, fe
met them at the door with a
bigasrlnil %nd told them they
did'not have to knock just
come on in. We delivered a
meal but had to accept the ba
of tomatoes and onions he ha
grown. We talked about
many things and we felt like

G0°d

Beulah & Robbie Swing

\Nere visited by Myrna and

Margaret. They delivered
biscuits from Biscuit King,
homemade hash browns, blue-
berry muffins and peach ice
cream. They visited for a
while and left so they could
enjoy their lunch.

Willa Mae Younts was vis-
ited by Brenda and Sandy. As
they enjoyed a foot long hot-
dog lunch she told them of
some of the trips she and
Toby had been on. She also
shared some of her humming
bird plants as well.

Van Hoy & Margie Hines
was visited by Brenda and

vidangly as well. He his healing
M Ruby Tusseyis a resident at> ywell from his broken arm.

Their grand daughter was
visiting with them as well.
You can tell she is the joy of
their lives. This was a sweet
visit with some sweet people.

do%(ng Yarbrough and Joann
Hedrick took a meal t8ylvia
Hedrick and got to visit with
two of her daughters, Phyllis
and Jamie, as well. She had
gotten good news from the
doctor and we all laughed and
had a great time. We also
found out where some of the
ol do buil ders fr
munity go to spend time now
that they have retired but we
will keep their secrets. One
amazing thing for us was the

gract that Sylvia & Roma Jean

are sisters. You never know
who you may be talking to in

we knew himall ofourlives. t he Becko6s commur
Emma Grace gave him a hug must be careful!
and a kiss before we left. This

August 29s our next Fifth Sunday, with Upary good day and we had an
day School Promotion and a Youth Migi§ayable visit. She is espe-
try Review as the 9:30 agenda. ThejKoino-
nia Class is-tharge of refreshments



Ladies Spiritual Renewal

We met at the church at 7:00 PM
on August 16, 2010

Members present were:

Andrea Regan, Jeanne
McCarn, Brenda Burris, Dianne
Burris, Jackie Garner, Betty Hed-
rick, Jan Hanes and Marilyn Hilton.

Members absent were:

Joann Hedrick and Kaye
Sanders

Andrea led us in prayer to begin
our evening.

SPEAKER Ashley Hartley will be-
gin her program
on the Journeyo
mony. In the afternoon she will
speak on ACI i mbi
taino

MUSIC will be done by Katie and
Joseph for the morning worship
singing. Katie will also sing in the
afternoon. Hopefully she will sing
AMy Redeemer
will sign.

FAVORS Jeanne and Jackie are
in charge of making the bookmarks
(butterflies) which will be done by
the Day Circle. Vickie Moore who
will be attending the event asked if
she could help
She works at Abbott Creek Health
Care and can provide us with Chap
Stick, lotion and hand sanitizer.

Il sndét it great h
will be getting pens in teal color.
Looking to see if we can do gift
bags with a butterfly cutout or
something of that nature. We need

to find small packs of tissues. We will

find some candy to put around the
tables instead of doing a candy bar.

DECORATION will be headed by
Brenda & Betty. Brenda, Betty and

Andrea will be getting the tablecloths,
etc. Table cloths will be a rather dark

pink and we will have teal accents.

Suggestions have been hanging but-
terflies from the ceiling i origami but-

terflies at the tables (maybe in the
glass globes).

FOOD will be taken care of by Joann

and Dianne (box lunches). Turkey

and/or Ham Croissant, red skin potato
V'salad, fruit cup and brownie or lemon
V bar (cost to be $5.50 each). Break-

fast will be mini bagels and muffins,

" flavored cream cheese, mixed fruit,
juice, coffee. We will serve iced tea

and water for lunch.

TREASURER (Brenda) advised that

we currently have $1241.96 in the

. checking account. Andrea talked with
L 1V € Kevin (consistory) and they will be
putting this event as a line item in the
budget so it will repeat each year as

long as we have this event.

REGISTRATON table will be Brenda

& Marilyn

w i HOSTESS will be Jan Hanes... An-
g et t i naurndxsrhektidgy unldss Aridreae ¥ 0 s

drea wil! be

biography to her.

TIMING of the event will be the same
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last year. Suggestions were to do
some of the door prizes then or just
start earlier with the afternoon session.

CLOSING PRAYER by Kaye Sanders

MAILINGS were done by Marilyn. 22
Emails for fAsave t
out on 7/26, 48 letters and registration
forms were sent to various churches
on 7/30, and 21 Emails with registra-
tion forms were sent on 8/11. Leslie
worked with Marilyn to get out the reg-
istration forms for these mailings.

POSTERS Kristie and Andrea worked
on the posters and registration forms.
They will also have butterflies. We will
each get a supply of posters by the first
week in September and the registration
forms will be with the bulletins on Sun-
day, August 29"

ADVERTISING Andrea will be check-
ing with Kristie to see if we might get
some AFREEO
patch or the local radio station.

DOOR PRIZES Jackie will be doing a
small afghan (lap size) with a butterfly
in the middle and flowers in the cor-
ners. Kay Padon said she will again
do something. Becky Wynn will do a
wreath and have a waxing machine.
We still need many more items so we
need to keep busy. It was decided
NOT to wrap the door prizes but to
show everyone what is being given
away. We will need the two sided tick-
ets for the drawings.

he

needs more help, will be on Friday,
October 1% at 7:00 PM for decorating.

publicity

CT registration and continental break-
fast from 9:30-10:00. We will be play-
ing the time allowed for lunch by ear
since some thought it was too long

Beck's Reformed Church, Inc.
Financial Information
Month ending July 31, 2010

Checking Account
Money Market Account
Scholarship Fund
Barbecue Shelter Fund
Samaritan Fund

Video Ministry Fund
Missions Fund

Library Fund

Building Fund
Certificates of Deposit

e A A AR

67,945.94
46,640.73
84,283.34
11,063.21
2,089.22
1,105.33
406.54
713.73
37,389.68
25,000.00

Attire for the event will be white blouse

and dark pants.

If | missed anything please let me
know. Thanks!

and family.

Friendship Sunday

September 26th

FFC Sunday will be providing|a
meal after the service.
There will be hamburger steaks,
potatoes, green beans, etc.
Please plan to join us to contir
to fellowship with friends

d e

f

ue



Did You Know?...by Doug Beck

Once a year, a portion of the | eaders of Bec k GosproBessfisarranterdance with ouc Consttut

Have you ever wondered why the |l eaders of Beck 0 sploRaMaoourrelection pricess
selected for a particular reason and wer e o0 uundpteeadedtéorosir poceds bne the tiles giver
our leadership?

Do you know what the role of the elders, deacons and consistory actually is in Biblical inspired leade@hipttf e yehriktiaw what the Scripture
have to say about the desirable qualificati on sefamedrChusck saysiabog thedficed & elde
and deacon?

Most church members are aware that the use of elders and deacons in the modern day church is a practiceitbBibhab@rppddadalyirdo not knov
why nor how these two i mportant positions were?established. Likewi

Article 7.9 of the Constitution of Beckds Reformed addresses t

AEl ders and Deacons are members of the c¢hur ch eysHalkassistadd sipyort thdRastoe
Pastors in the spiritual affairs of the «chur cPastor, shdllaigin thelr didtributiqn.rTbey shallé
jurisdiction in matters of discipline except in the case of the Pastor. Elders and/or Deacons shall takénpeddHeitlufflughguarding faithfully all the spiritu
interests of the church, maintaining order in the house of God, visiting the sick and ministering to therdificatianlahd.camf

This one short paragraph in the constitution is probably adequate for establishing the basic responsibaities af eldsrs anid n Be c k 0 ¢
nothing of the importance of these offices or their qualifications. The only reference to the qualificalonse foramdiindividu as an e ltaker a
heed to thieigh calling of their ofice’Wh at does this #Ahigh calling i mean and where is i

With these questions in mind, the Biblical model for leadership in the Christian Church, the qualificatiomant Bdercdededers and Deacons
the Christian Church will be explored.

Beckds Reformed Church has claimed as its own, atithasdone sornét jus fgréistarifz
reasons, but because it believes that this unrdasoulinedmde Bilde. Tihd mottolokthe Rér
formed Church in the United StatSewaer Reformatidr i ¢ h | Aways Bding Refofiedo rfi t hat t he Church and beli
True reformation is bringing our lives and the life and practices of the Church under the authority of thiat tanel tledNestisfChod.

The Reformed faith clearly teaches that the Bible is the very Word of God and is, therefore, thensfalithraledop@btisé. This means that the Christia
church does not |l ook to the teachings of men dttatthe emddel fohleadesshipamtie Kefamedl
Church is derived.

While the Biblical roles of Elders and Deacons do differ in function, they do share a common responsilility ieathebGtiusgliriamally and physi-
cally. As leaders of the Church, Elders and Deacons are called to live lives that reflect the exampleritita fid§lisheeCloristian life to which they call the |
ple of the Church to live. In simple terms, they are called to provide Biblical leadership for the Christigintéztuinioky laotth blfrexample as well.

Using the Bible as a guide for the leadership of the Church, it becomes very apparent that tieritingdiemoéi@owti the Church, as the God cho
sen expression of that Kingdom upon the earth, has an order and chain of authority defined and prescribE® i€ obh$asphutesne head and this one he
is Jesus Christ, as Paul teaches us when he writes of Jesus and the Church.

Ephesians 1:22

fAnd He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
Colossians 1:18

AAnd He is the head of the body, the church, who is the be

As God establishes Christ as the head, He also sets in place leaders within the Church who are to exerciseipoéthanChwact.dde supplies ar
gifts those persons, under the headship of the Lord and called by Him, necessary to exercise leadership @nhdrelathority over th

Ephesians 4

fl1)And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pa$®)ferahe Equippiag of the saints fo
work of ministry, for the edifying of the body @BJEilingg all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to th
the stature of the fullness of Christ;

1 Corinthians 12

27)Now you are the body of Christ, and members indB)8lndliod has appointed these two major offices in the Church: first apostles
prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.

In scriptures that will be covered later in detail, we see that the Apostles appointed two major officedficethefEidech.(Phstors are included witl
Elders) and Deacons are those established as the authorities over the various ministries and work of the Church.

The New Testament Church has established the following chain of authority and command!
The Holy Triune God
The Apostles

Elders
Deacons

Members with recognized particular gifts of ministry



While the Holy Triune God as head of the Church requires no explanation, the responsibilities and rolesaofdligeaifime s Bidatly misunderstooc
detailed in Godds Holy Word and deserve cl os e nsbiktiasandiwhat i$ expected @fibdthithe Eltlers
Deacons as supported by the various script ur e sinstfyandithd grawth oftChristianBy, alsb ravide
with reasons as to how and why Elders, Deacons and even the consistory came into being.

The forth el ement in the chain, imember s wi tlifaand leadeosgimaif theeclourcip Wihile thec
el ders and deacons probably posses fAgiftso of ngegatodrrostbdutiliped o maintam a yidble ar
growing churchhe elders, deacons and pastor cannot Bibiicallly inspired leadership is not enough to provide for a healthy, growing church. An active, spi
congregation working in conjunction with thesHkngdamer ship completes t

Attending church is most important but just sitting in the pews for one hour or so one day a week is noxgmough.eThissborté he pr eac
Word is not enough fAspiritual foodo to pr ovisgrgualfara phydical bealth pfithe éharah aself. The

gregation is the source of the A recogni zed plzedijustby sitting in thegpevsore day & week. G

has given all of us one or more fAgiftsodo for apetsalacsuston detedrhime how theg fit inte Hisupk
and use them.
The i mportance of wusing ones figiftso and theotcegyaredmantthos fi

topic in it self and will be addressed in a later article.

Form of Government

The practical structure for the governance of the Reformedr&mestnigtiferm of government. It is not shaped by worldly philosophies of governr
seeks to look to the Word of God rather than politics of the world. It traces its approach to the representiiveatkrirodhgaarly church as revealed in the h
toric accounts in Acts and the Letters to the Apostles.

I't is this Arepresentatived characteristic that makes a Consi st

Members of the Consistory fAruled the congr eg a thecangregatidnal dusiGessn Ehé Gohsis
tory initiates, plans, launches and promotes congregational programs. The Consistory oversees the workwilaltiesrzgre gatimsals with the pastor.

But these responsibilities are performeeélastitbrepresentatif¢hecongregation. The congregation, properly called into business session, in additi
other prerogatives, can initiate matters which Consistory persons have overlooked, or which the consisiogydiigithodvittzouittagumuring congregational appro
And if the service of a consistory person is in any way unsatisfactory to the congregation, the congregadiect sameome elSme

This very fact, however, that a consistory persemiarthedrepresentativé the congregation, is what makes the office so significant. Hopefully the ¢
tion believed in the potential consistory members, for their intelligence and Christian devotion enoughy(aodpecsdoapogrians) so to elect the required me
bers as elder or deacon.

The congregation depends on the elected Consistory members to lead them in what St./Paubspdaks ofasf f ai t h and | abo
OUR NEW TESTAMENT ROOTS

From Fellowship to Organization

When a group of people agrees to meet together in the interests of some common cause, they first meetthefpruisitiytaodrttiene iin fellowship anc
to proceed in behalf of the cause that brought them together, they form an organization. It might be a tempgbtayivelessnselieg no more formal name tha
that of a committee. They might, so far as officers are concerned, simply designate someone to act as chagpersetagnd another

But if in time their continuirgperation in the interests of the cause appears to require it, their organizatiomomeafplbeabared complex. The number ¢
officers is increased; and, accordingly, their official titles and their respective responsibilities arechdedr|gpmefifieally an

Something like this seems to have happened as the following of Christ grew. It began, actually, as thestipmpleafeemdiddboed the Lord. When
Christ was no longer bodily present with them and as their passion to spread the Gospel influenced theindsehg gecawityOther groups of disciples began to
gather themselves together in towns and cities all over the eastern end of the Mediterranean world, monnée s cifgaaszagioment of official responsibility
was heeded.

Some were to devote themselves to teaching and preaching. Some were to administer help to those in needg8fantdensupuivtofdraad and win
Someone had to consecrate and administer the s ac patalleofthedloheQorinsunionh en t

We can get some idea of this fAdivision of | abpsssageabRomane®d3i ng t he

The Apostles
One should begin with the fAchoosing of the TweieHNisdéathiisrevidentfeomi ng t

| Corinthians 1583 wher e r ef earbeorvee § i asree hmanden étdd bt & adout @ lubdeedvdn@dtwentgir @ s ai d t o h.
toget huwperroon t heJdJé@&r usal em.

However, from among all His followers, and doubtless from among the very first who became His followerg, He riloss@twehie tmimpanions, sort
of an inner circle. We now speak of them as Apostles and their names may be founedinNidaktt3ei¥d,0: ke 6:1Pand Acts 1:13. In the latter reference, only
eleven are named, for by this time, Judas Iscariot, who betrayed our Lord, had committed suicide as a result.

The very fact that (Acts-26)3he uppeoom group felt it necessary to elect (cast lots) a successor to Judascldcaiotteth e ear |l y Chr
of the need for some form of organization or at least some mutually designated official leadership. Nothictg dsskrnoessof thisludas and many have felt tha
Paul was the real spiritual successor to a place among the Apostles. Certainly he is the outstanding figraheari@stpinese fo twhom the name of Apostle w
given.

The Deacons
The first specific New Testament instance of fierliseecdidedirvActs:lon of |

fil)Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against thadelielosis wereausglected in the
daily distributid)Then t he twel ve summoned the multitude of t he ndsergedablg)Tre=fore, n d
brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whonthedusayeagp8int weeawill give ourselves con-
tinually to prayer and to the ministry of tBAmdrthe saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man of full faith and the Holy Bgirit, ¢
rus, Nicocanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte f&jvihamidbby set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them.



Because of the growing burden and difficulty of administering charitable aid and the consequenedissatéfsotenvamnctfiielt that they were being ne-
glected, the Apost | efsomansokgeau savénanen of gocel re@h, full of the Spint sind sf evisderm, whofh we may appoidt.over |

The seven duly selected welayipgothamBisnaoddptr agdr by NblwheApoatkeshwse
ing for their sel ect i onltiamodfittapye shoudifonsake the word of &odAapdossnie tdblee hweodr ds asiedr,v efl |
Greek word that in English is sgileaheirit is the selfsame word from which our word deacon is derived.

Itis a great word. For it is the very word our Lord used of Himself when He said (WMa&lgoo2mMas)came not to be ministeredyntot(to be
servell but to minister,(to serye Mareover, it is the word that (John 12:26) is said to have used in explaining what true Christidn fliscipleskip isna n
him foll ow me; and where | am, there shalAdeadnsscthusamyantashisLadrand Master was a f
Servant and wished to be known as such!

The greatness and dignity of the deaconés office is further re
| Timothy 3:18 defines the desirable qualifications of the man who is to serve as a deacon.

i8)Likewise deacons must be reverent, notalugizel, not given to too much wine, not greedy @yholuhiey,the mystery of the faith with a pure col
sciencel0)But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being folihj ixewistei®ir wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temper
faithful in all thinb@)Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their oW8)routbkeseelho have served well as deacons obtain fc
themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which i

It is customary, in a consistoryds divi si on océrespoashhibties,in the congrelgadtionk
Without doubt that was the original occasion for the appointment of the Seven. But it is evident that muchifitgrartidnedizmihfgsransaction of business
implied in the office of deacon.

That they were men to be men fAof good r eport timdinditated iothe pashage gsgped r
above, suggests that they, t oo, as wel | as el der s, were expected t

The qualifications of a deacon as laid out in | Timothy demonstrates that the office of deacon is not pebenskss ligitly thys office and also the
person nominating someone to become a deacon. Both require prayerful consideration and the responsibillégsialifications fbededron should be of ut-
most concern.

The Elders
As long as there was only one Christian congregation in the whole world, the congregation at Jerusalemrrytbé\posikes cbsiiritaal leadership
while, at their request, the deacons looked after administration and benevolence responsibilities.

But when, as the story is told in Acts5P3:tHé early Christians formally inaugurated what we now speak of ay therknisfsibeaChurch, a new need
arose. The Apostles came more and more to be traveling missionaries of the Gospel. In the very nature nétoggrbgatmrer cAhristians were estab-
lished in distant places, the Apostles could not remain with these new congregations to take care of therfrcétadApeisie ®thiers among the members ir
each locality whom they charged with the leadership of the growing number of congregations.

So it came about that the first mention of elders as the chosen leaders of local congregations isZ8urttene Actedeti®dd that, as St. Paul and hi
compani on Barnabas neared the end of what i s gmaviyestablishedycongregatibns o refara o |
Antioch, they appointed fielders in every church. o

21)And when they had preached the gospel to the city and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, 2@)stiemgihenfaditiod souls of the
di sciples, extorting them to continue in the 23Sbwhenthepnhadapmiatgdelas,in ediek
church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

Meanwhile, however, even in the congregations in Jerusalem there had appeared, besides the apostles andthg dédeadsrandibein Acts
11: 30, are spoken of as fAelders. o6 |t was t he eledté&omghe EHristidngeat Antoah tetme fatr
stricken Christians at Jerusalem. It was the elders at Jerusalem as well as the Apostles there to whom bath eaetatied shipais Christians to the law of Mc
was referred for adjudication, and who issued the official decision which served further to free the nevbfaittefaithieeodthdemish legalism.

Who these Jerusalem fel der s 0 -2Begircanbeimfeareddhat the mén ndmedJvazssBarth $ilks averg amoniy r
them. It is worth noting that thi§ Siia we call him Elder Slast c ceeded Bar nabas as 9nissiondtygourhey.dst wauld appearrhiat
one by one the Apostles left Jerusalem for mission work afar, the responsibilities of spiritual leadergggiomthedoedliooedjiover to this new group of leac
called fAelderso; and certainly it is true aseldkprrseov iwhuos |we rneo taepdp,o itnhta
new congregations in the absence of the Apostle.

It may be said, therefore, that as deacons today are successors of the Seven chosen to assist the Apostlessiartheschbecbldérks today are, so
far as spiritual leadership of the local church is concerned, successors to the Apostles, As a matter ofsavkeintedayeticbynasior is referred to as the
iteaching eldero and the |l ay el ders as t he #eAddstles) the pastodas preacher ofitheyydrdan
minister of the Sacraments, the elders as his assistants in the spiritual oversight of the congregation.

Look at that wardersighagain, and its compamondoverse@ear the end of the second preceding paragraph. They will serve to introduce us to
Testament word used to designate a church officer. It is the Greek word which in English woelpidieotragiiatedrby meaning to oversee or to look after
fully, andpiskopogthe noun), meaning an overseer, a superintendent, a guardian. It is evidently very closely epistzpthodrizvisdnoun form is sometime
in the New Testament translated by thxsivopd

Elders are Bishops
Today, the wdsdshopmmediately suggests an ordained minister who has been elevated to a superior church office: a Methodigirhistmpafor e:
Catholic archbishop.

An interesting fact is that in New Testament times theldemedhiéhoseem to have been used interchangeably. This is apparentdnifiere Bt6

Paul or whoever wrote in his name reminds Titus that he was léfteanfCete tont el der s i n @&he passage thentpgoceedsa te listisong af
gualifications of those who are to be alpsphapriurstte cb eaeshamedeldansereione andtle same d
officer. Look atelder s hopés qualifications as here | isted:

6)If any man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having children that believe, who are not accuséyFair ribe dnishopratyst be blameless, as the stew:
of God; not selflled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given #®)bitih llosrer; of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holB)temperz
holding fast to the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to ¢ktogharsayeonvince

A similar description of the-blles hop 6és qual i ficati ons is found in | Timothy 3: 1



1)This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of bishop, he desiretR)#\dusdopdhen must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of g
iour, given to hospitality, apt to 8&dit; given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler) @oe ¢baetaleth well his own house,
having his children in subjection with allg{&atyif any man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the63Match ndGoe st being
lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.

7)Morever he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

No man, having read these qualifications, can enter the office of elder without feeling that he/she is wriffthahétetingithsinere it is probably the
best evidence of his/her essential fithess for the office, the best guarantee that he/she will grow iestidess TesiarBentlgualifications for bothishderand
the deacon indicate what a sobering responsibility it is to be a consistory person and what high standaedsiohahar8iibde afates upon a person in either o
As indicated for the office of deacon, assuming the office of elder is not to be taken lightly and showldsdeletevitarefaljyeful consideration.

The fact that the naraleerandbishopvere at first used interchangeably probably helps to explain how and why people were chosen to this office.
understandably chosen from the older and more mature members of the congreglatéos] tiegrefere chosen to oversee, superintend, and look carefully afte
congregation, theretuighops.

These two woradderandbishopthe wordeacomandeven the woegostlevere probably at first not capital letter words, proper nouns, official titles, at
were simphldemen of recognized spiritual maturity. As bishops they were charged with cesigigh®eeadns were chosesetwethe congregation as the need
arose. Apostles were st ouby our Lord (the Greek worgfarous literally translated into Englispossellgust as our womissionargomes from a Latin word
meaningp senyl Only as the church grew, and new needs arose, did these words Elder, Deacon and Bishop become dafficitddiilesetimsyadlhamble, loving
service to our Lord.

Together-The Consistory

The phraseology found in the exhortation recorded in4 Bpéeifiedlly addresses elders but is relevant for deatlcarsdass the leaders of the congreg
tion (or flock) is also directed at the consistory.

1)The elders therefore among you | exhort, who aml@eieliovd a witness of the sufferings of Christ, who am alpaugédmribat shall be revezjled:
tend the flock of God which is among you, exercising the oversight, not of constraint, but willingly, &¢mtdimay feethendilthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

3)neither as lording it over the charge allotted to you, but making yourselves examplesi wieefidble. chief Shepherd shall be manifested, ye shall receive
crown of glory that fadeth not away.

It should be noted tihat office of deacon is not a secondary chur@tefficetion of deacons is not confined to material affairs, even though these a
immediate responsibility. Much of what is written about the office of elder could be written with onlytsbid henoffife aifaieaaon.

Togethethey are, under God, the leaders of the congfegmtioer hey are call ed to assist the pastor
the flock of God. 0 cohdistorsforit comes from Latirewsonds meaystagd ftogethbrel nwotrhdat spirit, of tog

flock, they are, with the pastor, the ministers of the unsearchable riches of Christ.

The implication is that the offices of elder and deacon are not to be taken light heartedly because, naihedf tteeGpurtiabhd its effective witness
the nosbelieving world depend, in large measure, on the seriousness, constancy and devotion with which a comsidtorydpéesooffike office and exhibits in
daily life the qualities of Alkistess which the Church seeks to establish as the way of all persons.

Elders and Deacons are Ministers

Recall that the wdehcomeally mearservantMoreover, probably in every New Testament instance where one reauiisistepwomistershey come
from forms of the same Greek word and might, with equal accuracy, have benreraiselatieg|t is apparent that in the development of the offices of elder a
con, both of them werservgo minister Th ey we rservartsh et hGh roristets 6csh 6 s

In the Reformed Church, elders and deacons are laymen and laywomen who have desstioedaastol té\s such, there are certain things they are r
ordained to do, for example, to baptize, to consecrate the bread and wine for use in the Holy Communidnhi \GrtirrButatipegaare ordairessisthe pas-
tor, even in his performance of many of the duties the original right and authority for which are reserved to him.

It is evident, therefore, that by the New Testament roots of these offices of elders and deacons, arernirastergegzsesnse,

When the Consistory Meets
Most church members think of Consistory meetings as Consistory members meeting once a month to pay thewdadoegatiains aiils,improvemen
and transact such business as is necessary to the continuation of congregational life.

That is an important part of their responsibility, however, much more will hopefully be accomplished ireetreGaidingmbabdéad the church. The
very genius of the Consistory meeting lies in the meeting of minds, the exchange of opinions, the balansiagathenedadeehagetinis is achieved in a spirit of
prayer and devotion, it is the very point at which God has His best opportunity to break through and reveal His will.

Not a Debating Society
A Consistory meeting is nebateand was never meant to be. A Consistory is,daliberasingody.
And there is a world of difference between deliberation and debate.

Most of the quarrelsdiicealed resentments and the like, which have sometimes plagued Consistories, have aviseteozsberschave never
learned the nature of deliberation. A Consistory meeting takes on the nature of a debating society the monEnti@patesne themiseussion with the idea th:
his/her opinion is the only right one. The situation is fraught with even more danger if such a Consistothepspsttradepoeaiedes of his/her fellow consistory
member and sits in a meeting determined that fiwhat he/ she says goes

Respect for other memberdés opinions, regar dl es g robbk trelatedvin such aimaonerlag
become an affront to the memb e rploductipecbutsam alsoldestdoy therthetiCghsistofy an hampec thei Consistarysin |
forming its function of leading the congregation.

Any member of Consistory may be, on any issue, the channel of wisdom and light. It might be you at ondeyeetigsk degbodhert the best school
elder at another. A realization of this truth will preserve a Consistory from most of the unpleasantness thahddinelémits wedkand can cast a cloud over tf
life of a congregation.

It should not need to be said, but it is well to remember that a Consistory is a group of Christian brothegeftisteas nebalareetervals to discuss, in the spirit
love and concern, the problems, needs and mission of the congregation which has chosen them to be thdaaldade thefswdipipitaaland consult the Word of
forHis will and not their daoking unto Christ as their head.




Not In Secret, But In Confidence

Since the Consistory meets as the elected representatives of, and to act for, the congregation, it would eppktietcahgnygatonbshould be eligi
ble to attend your meetings if he/she chooses to do so. For this to occur, except in unusual circumstaitetisnemmukpseifin itovbe inadvisable. It could be
interpreted as a lack of trust in the duly elected officers of the congregation. It might also be construedias euriesiteafdiforwardness on the part of the
member.

More especially, however, it must be recognized that while the Consistory does not meet in secret and hebkenotinigeematiote Gonsistory meet-
ings do have to deal, at times, with matters that must be held in confidence. It might be a discussioribafitims finacdeiby copmbers. It might be disciplinan
problems involving indifferent or wayward members. It might be organizational difficulties with referencexia8uodmnizaiiool,cbuilding plans, church se
vices and so on where delicate and careful discussions are vital to the peace and progress of the congregation.

Further more, confidentiality of discussions on the various topics covered by the consistory is of the utroftseimpestahoehat can be said of
Consi st orhs wieknmowsiegerythifgdhbt gdes on as soon as a Consistory meeting is over andhelgdtshentee i s a wi se wi
not inquire; arfche recognizes his responsibility as a Consistory man, he will treat with the utmost confidence all mattenethatrredngrs inclined to be
ital katived and to be s ome wlhhisttan presenuadmore Seriquopsoblansia thenlifie of dhd cdiagnsgatiods trierif the husy
band/wife roles are reversed.

Consistory Members must never lose sight of the fact that in administering the affairs of the congregatidimahely andtloldalmgn -stwff, fragile,
potential; with good or evil and deserving everiitd &alred | e wi t h Car e. 0o

The routine business of a Consistory is never just routine; for even in a motion to pay the bills, the Gorsistorthis dang biiand for the sake of
souls for whom Christ died and who are precious, every one of them, in the sight of our heavenly Father.

The referenced scriptures contained herein, clearly show the high office and responsibility, which a corsisttry leeshbéabotdsitability membe
have before God. These same scriptures del i ne autdeAssprital lBdidersghtiee Chuccl eldelis
deacons are to be models for the congregation in their Christian walk. They cannot call upon the membetsdi thieat thgyegyatioot willing to do. Leaders
cannot talk the talk without wal king the wallekdersdfiischusch.t hi s #fAhi gher

Conclusion

The Bible specifies two major offices for leading the Church and these are the offices of elder and deacgpecifirer&jfalelingthie qualities of life
that are to be found in these offices (1 Timothy 3, Titus 1) and the specific responsibilities and accowitatilsesdfimeBoméo the seriousness of both of-
fices, it should be remembered that popularity within the congregation is not one of the requirements listed in the Bible.

Elders are charged by the Lord to oversee the flock of Christ, to teach, protect and guide the Church of desoseofCGiwisieTiractice of sound
Biblical doctrine and shepherd the Church of Jesus Christ, in love, seeking to direct it to truly represamthieevBoltlyuoftiChigsreturns to receive the Churcl
unto the Eternal Kingdom of God.

The deacons are likewise charged by the Lord to the special ministries of helps and service. They are ®orteastides! idithet @esch which are th
means whereby the physical needs of the people of God are met and the fiscal means to meet those needs are secured.

We have seen, according to the Bible, that the New Testament sets the model for the offices of the Churehdalbadhnsdesfiieldmew that His tin
on earth was limited and His Church would need continued guidance and leadership after His departure. kre&iscthlesigid-etiled pattern for that cont
ued leadership under Godly leaders. The twelve Disciples continued the work that Jesus had carefully grearsshtteemteydocompieted the chain of lead
ship that Jesus started and it is this | ead e rtlssthatwe give te onpchuach leaddis dbo Haeets
strong precedence. Jesus Christ Himself and His twelve Disciples set the precedence for our leadership style.

Li kewise, Jesus and His twelve Disciples def i ndeadonsa fihg qualiéicatiors foeirdi-
viduals serving as elders and deacons are very lofty requirements. To live by these standards as @stadediiagstzersorgtiiber that can only be achieve
through Godds constant guidance. Whil e these thenGhurah,fit Bhouddes renaemieered teat tiye L
Jesus Christ alone is head of His Church, which is His Body.

The Scriptures are clear. As leaders of the Church of Jesus Christ, elders andédekddissndliedtoinisteandserve n obedi ence t
toget her 0 -a-theytark the leaders sfithe tongregation of the Church of Jesus Christ.
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September 12 + Eddie and Jackie Garner; Altar Stand
° Jimmy and Kathryn Everhart

September 19 - The Millers and Johnsons
September 26 - Shirley Putnam and Betty Varner
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Tara Young, Marie Gobble, Jill Shoaf, Gaynette He8ack,and Judy Tussey
Arnold Miller, Shannon Leonai@erald and Susie Beck

Larry Younts, Jennifer Leonard, Mindy Crotts

Steven Young

Samantha Burkhart, Rachel Brock, Ben Renas, Angie Franklin

Logan McCarn, Nathan Regan, David Spratt

Jill Beck, Stephen Barnhill, Wayne Johnson
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Phillip SinkCarlton and Ann Sealey

Bret Burkhart, Taylor Glosson, Darrell Swing, Imojean Burkhart, Paul Leonard, Jennifer Sipper
Becky Wynn, Kristen Burkhart, Kali Swi@gne and Gail Smith, Bruce and Gilda Greer
Judy Tussdypnald and Jamie Loman

Kayle Brock, Rodney Miller

Joshua Parks, Mallory Mize, Willie Hayes

Chad Garner

Dalton Frank

Randy Davis, Alison Graveisil and Jodi Hernandez

Gilda Greer

Gina Idol

Brenda Burris, John Beck

Sherry Burkhart, Martha Seals

Daniel Burkhart

Steve Regan, Shane Miller

25 Jimmy Wilkes, Ed Wilkerson, Sandra Spuriigtair and Carol
Crouse, Josh and Whitney McCarn

26 Brandi Euart

27 Daniel and Jessie Crouse

28 Stephanie Shoaf

29 Donald Hedrick, Patsy Lohr

30 Miriam BurkhartDdell and Ruth Hedrick, Eddie and Joni King




